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For Friends’ Review. 


“THE EVANGELICAL PRIEST.” 


(Concluded from page 275.) 

When he treais of the reform in Mexico, 
and the obstacles to true progress, he becomes 
more eloquent, and changes his base because 
he is treating of actual events and present 
barriers, and occasionally speaks out in 
rather a party spirit, but his view of true 
religiou remains unchanged. and he sumsit up 
again as ‘‘ One Father in Heaven, one family 
on eartb;” and then he tells us: ‘“‘ When 
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this sublime truth shall have penetrated the 
mind of all, the reform will be complete, and 
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the noble and the aristocrat will not dare to 
present, himself before the Lord’s altar and 
say, ‘Separate me in heaven from this multi- 


| tude, for I am of a nobler race ;’ nor will the 


high clergy sow in rebellion dare to say to 
Him: ‘I refused the belpmeet that thy 


wisdom had made me, I violated thy law, 
| condemning 


the virgins to solitude and 
prostitution, bless me for doing so;’ nor will 


‘the warrior of the intervention, nor the trai- 


tor to bis country, dare to enter the temple 


to thank God for the murder of his brothers, 


with his garments fresb from the murderous 
combat, for he will recognize it as an insult 


to the Divinity to ask his blessing for imitat- 


ing Cain, and every one who bas shed his 
brother’s blood will consider himself con- 
demned by a God of love and mercy, as is 
the Christian’s God.” 

Public worship and all other outward acts 
of the Reformed Church are next taken up, 
and prayer to the saints, the worship of 
images, etc., is fully treated upon. The 
pompons forms of Romanism are condemned, 
and brief and sincere prayer recommended. 
The vow of celibacy is attacked from the 
standard of natural and revealed religion, 
that the bishop should be husband of one 
wife, and have governed well his family, as 
a proof of his being apt to govern the Church 
of God. He asserts that the Church of 
Rome sustains celibacy ‘‘as apostate from 


'the faith, according to the prophecy of St. 


Paul in the lst Epistle to Timothy, that in 
the last days some will apostatize from the 
true faith, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having 
their consciences seared with a bot iron, 
forbidding to marry, etc.”” He argues that 
a married priest with the Gospels before 
him, and his well trained sons and daugbters 
quietly seated among tbe worshippers, would 
be listened to with respect, and would be 
loved by his hearers. 

His last words in this chapter are strik- 
ing, and worthy of our attention, and I will 
quote them entire: 

“The God of the Gospels is the Creator of 
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man, and his refuge in affliction. All nature 
demonstrates to us his mercy and love, as 
he makes the sun to shine upon us, and 
covers our fields with rich harvests, and be- 
stowing upon us a thousand blessings which 
we have in no wise merited ; he condemns 
revenge, and commends the forgiveness of 
enemies, and gave us example as being the 
first to die for them, and dying to pray for 
them.” 

“ What is an oath?” 

“The invocation of the name of God in 
confirmation of a fact.” 

‘‘ Does the evangelical priest admit it ?” 

“No, he does not, because the Apostle 
James in the fifth chapter of his Epistle re- 
proves it, and says: ‘ Above all things, my 
brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, 
neither by earth, neither by any other oath, 
but let your yea be yea, and your nay, nay.’ 
For this reason, and because an oath is a re- 
ligious act, and the State must not require 
it, the Constitutional Government of Mexico 
bas blotted it from the catalogue of its 
formulas, and in imitation of the Quakers 
has replaced it with the simple word of 
honor, or promise to speak the truth, in all 
cases where an oath was required.” 

We rejoice that an oath is neither requir 
ed nor permitted in legal testimony in this 
country. The government would hardly be 
as lenient to the distinctive garb formerly so 
universal among the Friends, the penalty 
being fine and banishment to every badge of a 
religious order. A priest in this city was 
fined $200 and finally released for $100, for 
riding to the church door dressed in his 
priestly robes. There is no law against 
plainoess, however, no impediment to the 
full exercise of and practical working of primi- 
tive Christianity. The argument of Lozano, 
in support of the law prohibiting long robes, 
is based on the words of Jesus Christ in the 
twelfth chapter of St. Mark, ‘‘ Beware of the 
scribes, which love to walk in long robes, 
and receive salutations in the plazas, and the 
chief seats in the synagogues, and the fore- 
most place in the feast ; who devour widows’ 
houses, and for a pretext make long prayers. 
these shal] be judged with greater rigor,” 
thus showing the hatred of God to a distine- 
tive badge in his ministers, whether in dress, 
orin addressing them, to carry the one or exact 
the otber is anti-evangelical and pbarisaical 
The clerical distinction is the child of pride, 
to indicate a class, and superiority, and is 
opposed to the equality which Christ preach- 
ed, when be said, ‘‘ Ye are all brethren,” and 
opposed to nature which made us all equal ; 
and against the words of St. Peter in his 
first Epistle: ‘ Feed the flock of God, not as 
lords over bis heritage, but as examples to 
the flock.’” 


REVIEW. 


The next five pages are devoted to the 
suppression of convents and nullification of 
the vows of the monks and nuns. It will 
hardly be either prudent or necessary for me 
to stain these pages with a review of that 
terrible picture of crime which has made the 
suppression of convents in Mexico a political 
necessity. With all his boldness he dares 
not tell it all. May God grant that this 
feature of Romanism may never be known 
in my native land. When he calls these 
convents ‘“ sepulchres of innocence and 
schools of crime,” he is telling an unpalata- 
ble truth; when he unveils the interior we 
let the curtain fall. But we can unite with 
bim when he says: “In favor of marriage 
and against virginity or celibacy is pledged 
the authority of the creation, as God in the be- 
ginning made them male and female, as the 
Gospel tells us; the autbority of nature, be- 
cause man and woman are not two, but one 
flesh, as God himself has told us; and the 
authority of the moral law, as we are there 
told, ‘That which God hath joined let not 
man put asunder.’ ”’ 

A whole chapter is devoted to the duties 
of the members of the Reformed Church, and 
again we find him saying: “ The reformed 
Catholic with or without baptism is a true 
Christian, as bis works and brotherly love 
are proofs of faith, symbolized in baptism, 
whilst baptism without fruits is void, as St. 
James assures us in his Epistle, chapter fifth, 
that ‘faith without works is dead.’ This 
justification by the works of faith, is what 
gives them a right to be enrolled in the 
Christian fold, because he alone is a Chris- 
tian who believes in God and keeps his com- 
mandments, walking as Jesus Christ walked, 
dwelling in charity, be that worketh righte- 
ousness, as we are told in various texts of 
St. Jobn and St. Paul.” 

The following chapter recognizes Jesus 
Christ as the only head of His Church, de- 
nying both the supremacy and infallibility of 
the Pope, asserting the brotherhood and 
equality of all believers, the priests included. 
He evidently uses priest as signifying 
preacher. 

He then proceeds to deny “ original sin,” 
as all sin must be voluntary and actual 
transgression, and accordingly denies the 
existence of limbo for the children who die 
unbaptized, and concedes to them as their 
only place, granted them by Christ, the 
Kingdom of Heaven. The seven sacraments 
follow, which he admits as outward ceremo- 
nies, but everywhere calls attention to the 
Holy Spirit as the only regenerating and 
saving power. He denies transubstantiation 
except on the night of the last supper of 
Christ, when by the omnipotence of his word 
the bread and wine were truly changed into 
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his body and blood, but now it can only bea 
memorial, as the word of a priest is not om. 
nipotent as was the word of Christ. This 
view is entirely original, and was never 
thought of by the European reformers of the 
sixteenth century. He told me that in a 
subsequent tract he set down the so called 
sacraments as purely Romanist, though be 
thought their continuance necessary in the 
ignorant or incipient state of his work. 
Death, judgment, heaven and hell, next 
call his attention. He looks upon death as | 
a natural law, instead of a divine vengeance, 
or punishment of sin; the sin of Adam 
brought spiritual death to man instead of 
physical death. The final judgment isclearly | 
admitted, before the tribunal of Jesus Christ, 
who will come with his boly angels in flam- 
ing fire as Judge of the living and the dead. 
He considers the eternal fire as “ that ardent 
burning of which the Scriptures speak, that 
continual and eternal remorse, that gnashing 
of teeth and wailing expressed in them for 
having lost the infinite good which they 
might have enjoyed for all eternity at so 
small a cost, by merely recognizing and fear- 
ing God io this Ife, and loving their neigh 
bor, and thus fulfilling His law.’ 
The observance of the Ten Commandments 
is recognized as evangelical, and essential to 
being a Christian, a necessary part of the 
worship of God, and to the salvation of the 
soul. The Five Commandments of the 
Church are so changed as not to be in any 
way objectionable, and whilst voluntary aid 
to the ministers is to be accepted, such aid 
must not be asked for, much less forcibly 
collected ; the priests must imitate St. Paul, 
laboring with their own bands, and thus as- 
sist their brethren. Such is the teaching 
which bas prepared the way for our work in 
Southern Tamaulipas. The Church of Santa 
Barbara maintained its independence of Rome 
for several years, and Lozano preached every | 
morning at the hour of mass, to those who 
came to hear him. Financial losses and do- 
mestic troubles led to his abandoning this 
work in 1867. in which year Protestant mis- 
sions became established in Mexico. The 
pastorate of Santa Barbara included the In- 
dian village of Gomez Farias, where the 
people desire us to occupy the deserted 
chapel. Au evangelist there could labor at 
Santa Barbara and Xicotencatl, and we hope 
to see the work go forward. We believe 
that it was not accident but Providence that 
guided the Society of Friends to labor where 
so many of their tenets had been upheld, 
where the Gospel of peace, of Christian 
equity, of opposition to oaths, and to a forced 
maintenance of the ministry, were clearly 
and boldly held forth as Gospel principles, 
before any Protestant missionary bad entered 
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the open door. God has been working at 
buth ends of the line, not only when we came 
in 1871, but even ten years before. We 
hope be is now working at both ends of the 
line, and whilst he opens a door, he is pre- 
paring bis messengers to enter and reap and 
receive wages, and gather grain to eternal 
life. Be faithful. is what we would say to 
every child of God, and then you will be 
SAMUEL A. PuRDIE, 


eo 


For Friends’ Review. 


‘AS BIRDS FLYING.” 
No. Iv. 


‘“ KEPT BY THE POWER OF GOD.”” 


At the request of a dying Christian, one 
word was inscribed upon his tombstone ; not 
as a memorial of what be bad accomplished — 
not to speak of anything that be bad him- 
self attained to,—but that, by the power of, 
God, he had been “Kept,” through faith, 
unto salvation. 


We keenly appreciate the anxiety felt and 


‘expressed by many dear Friends, lest the 


fervor of a revival of religious life in any 
community should prove epbemeral in its 
nature—like the early dew, soon to pass 
away. 

We have sorrowfully realized at times bow 
some have fallen back into worldliness and 
sin; and how again, for lack of gentle care 
and wise instruction, some have wandered 
off to other folds for food and shelter: but 
we rejoice and take courage in noting bow 
small a proportion of the whole these have 
been after all, in the experience of the past 
five years, not amounting, we believe, to 
one-tenth of those who have come under our 
knowledge as really converted. And we 
would reverently bear witness to the power 
of the Lord Jesus, not only as the Saviour 
of sinners, but as the Keeper of His people ; 
that as He is “ mighty to save,” so too He 
is “‘able to keep” that which is committed to 
Him. That there is a growth in His grace 
and knowledge, and that He will perfect 
that which He bas wrought, in a eburety on 
in a soul, as they look to Him-ia living 
faith, and will enable all who have found 
“peace with God” through Him to “ bave 
access also to that grace” wherein they can 
stand. 

Some record was made two years ago in 
Friends’ Review of a blessed work in Ver- 
mont, at M Ridge, commenced the year 
before, during the labors of the General 
Meeting Committee, and of the signal mani- 
festation of the Lord’s presence and power, 
by which it was then crowned and sealed, 
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resulting in the conversion of many precious 
souls, and in a considerable accession to our 
membership in that vicinity. 

Other workers have visited the place from 
time to time, bestowing careful labor upon 
it; the newly gathered flock have been 
wisely instructed and prayerfully watched 
over and fed by the dear Friends resident 
there, and from montb to month such as 
were being saved have been added to the 
eburch. 

It was not, bowever, until this autumn 
that we had the privilege of again visiting 
this place, endeared to us by so many deeply 
interesting associations. Every turn of the 
road, as we approached the Ridge, seemed 
to bring with it some fresh enquiry and re- 
newal of interest. 

Some things we saw were unchanged; 
the beauty of the surrounding hills, the 
placid sheet of water near by, the wide 
views of the country around, witb the silver 
gleam of tbe lake in the distance, and the 
soft tints of the mountains beyond it. 


Instead of alighting, however, at the 


Town Hall, as we had done two years ago, 
to hold the meetings, in a room where boxes 
of auction dry-gouds were pushed back to 
give place to unsteady wooden benches, 
upon which tbe people crowded, while the 
boys whispered together in a corner, and 


moved restlessly in and out, we encountered 
our first change, and a pleasant one it was, 
in finding a commodious well-built meeting- 
house, comfortably furnished and well 
lighted, where an orderly assembly now 
gathers week by week. 

We found, too, among the Friends in 
charge of this meeting, a deeper interest and 
a growing sense of their responsibility be- 
fore ihe Lord. The renewed consecration 
and continued exercise of gifts bestowed, 
had led ito their enlargement and increasing 
use, by which the church is edified; and 
this applies not only to the older members, 
but especially also to some of those recently 
received. 

Une individual after another in the meet- 
ings, or as we met them in the intervals, 
would gratefully testify that the Lord had 
enabled them to keep the covenants they had 
made two years ago; that they had been 
kept from the use of tobacco, or drink, or in 


the maintenance of the family worsbip then | 


established. One who bad been a great sin- 


ner, while acknowledging this, was able} 


modestly to bear witness to the Saviour’s 
healing, restoring love. Of some of whom 
we asked, we were told that they had 
‘fallen asleep in Jesus,” glorifying Him in 
their peaceful, bappy departure. 

Of the number brought to the Lord, or to 
renewed consecration of life, upon the former 


| before the Lord. 
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occasions, we learned of only four or five 
who had back-slidden. 

One of_these, whose conversion had been 
quite marked, has recently become unsettled 
in regard to the outward ordinances, and is 
likely to leave our membership, though his 
father and mother have joined within a year, 
and seem entirely at rest amung Friends. 

In the experience of two others, we had 
an illustration of the trath of what a dear 
Friend once wrote us, that “keeping back 
part of the price, is almost as sure death 
now, as it was in the days of Ananias and 
Sappbira.”” Poor E , who had so will- 
ingly consecrated his targets, when he gave 
himself to the Lord, had yielded to the 
temptation to tetain just one of these, in an 
obscure place, for occasional rifle practice, 
and it has proved a snare to him, leading 
him back into wrong courses. The loving 
counsels of Friends bere have been extended 
to this weak brother, and be humbled him- 
self afresh at the time of our visit, acknowl- 
edging his error and renewing his covenant 
We commended him, as 
we left, to that One who is “ touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities,” having bope 
that a brigbter future may be in store for 
him than the past bas been. 

Of Brother B , however, we can speak 
more cheerfully. He is a man of very posi- 
tive character, and was decidedly opposed 
to the work at first, but partially yielded two 
years ago, though still finding fault with the 
earnestness of it. It was not long before he 
saw his error and made hearty profession 
with bis companions, many of whom bad 
g:ven themselves to the Lord. We thought, 
at the time, and so warned him and his 
friends, that there was too much self-confi- 
dence in bis manner, and that he was in 
greater danger of falling than if he bad been 
more sensible of bis own weakness. Alas! 
it proved so within the past year, although 
he ‘ran well for a time ;” and now humbled 
and distrustful of himself he came to the 
meeting, and in broken accents, publicly con- 
fessed his back-sliding; and after telling us 
that he believed the Lord had forgiven bim, 
he asked our prayers for his full restoration. 
We need not say that bis request was heart- 
ily respouded to; and we have far greater 
confidence ourselves in bis standing, now 
that he is in a more self-distrustful state of 
mind, yet trusting in the keeping power of 
his Saviour, to whom we turned him, as his 
only hope. 

It would have touched the hardest heart 
to have heard him, as we walked home from 
the meeting the last evening, tell of his 
peculiar situation. 

“You see,” he said, “ Brother ——, I 
have to go through what you know nothing 












about; my father wholly neglects religion, | 

and | am in the midst of drinking and swear- 
ing companions every day, and I am very 
weak—won’t you pray for me? Don’t for- 
get me when you go away; you don’t know 
how hard it is for me to stand.” 

We stood together at a turn in the road as 
he poured forth his story. “ Yes, brother, I 
do know something, but there is Une who 
knows all, and to Him I commit thee; in full 
assurance that no man is able to pluck thee 
out of His hand. We shall not forget thee ; 
and when specially tempted, remember we 
have faith in the power of thy Saviour to 
keep thee; and turn aside from the tempter, 
to Him who conquered him for thee.” 

“T will, I will,” he said, weeping. 
don’t forget,” we added, “that, if we never 
meet on earth again, we sha'l ‘look for thee 
on the right hand of the great white throne 
—don’t let us miss thee there.” 

“Tll be there, Brother , by God’s 
grace, I'll be there,” he called after us, when 
almost out of sight on the dark road. 

Will not the Christian reader, as be lays 
down this s mple narrative, add his prayers 
to ours for “ Brother B——.” 


“And 
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OUR LONDON LETTER. 





Our government is endeavoring to bring 
to a close the two miserable wars, which 
have been on band for some months past. 
That in South Africa seems to be fruitful of 
much trouble ; the neighboring States—the 
Transvaal, Orange-state and others—are all 
more or less unsettled, and Sir Garnet Wolse- 
ley is obliged to detain in case of further 
need, some of the troops which were return- 
ing to England. In Afghanistan, General 
Roberts has subdued the country ; the Ameer 
is no longer ruler; wherever resistance is 
met with, “the rebels” are put to flight, and 
the villages burned to the ground. But the 
ultim:te disposal of the country remains a 
dificult problem. There is a very largely 
spread feeling among all classes in Great 
Britain that these two wars have been need 
less. We indeed cannot regard any war as 
needful, but in our reprobativun of these two 
in particular, the sense of a great part, 
probably the majority of the community yves 
with us. 

W. E. Gladstone, who has just commenced 
& great electoral tour in Scotland, in order to 
bring strongly before the country the fea- 
tures of the present crisis, alludes to peace in 
addressing an assembly of women at Dal- 
keith. Whilst disavowing any abstract 
Opinion as to universal peace, or the avoid- 
ance of the alternative of war in all cases, he 
says: “‘A long experience of life leads me to 
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|a deeper and deeper conviction of the enor- 
‘mous mischief of war even under the best 


'and most favorable circumstances, and of the 


mischief indescribable and unredeemed of 
causel-ss and unnecessary war.” After 
speaking of the powerful and deadly fascina- 
tions of passion and of pride, which urge na- 
tions on to wars, seen in the retrospect to be 
unjust, be pleads eloquently for justice ip 
dealing with uncivilized peoples: ‘‘ Remem 
ber that the rigbts of the savage, as we call 
him, remember that the bappiness of bis 
humble home, remember that the sanctity of 
life in the hill tribes of Afghanistan, among 
the winter snows, are as sacred in the eye of 
Almighty God as are yourown. Remember 
that He who has united you togetber as bu- 
man beings in the same flesh and blood, has 
bound you by the law of mutual love; that 
that love is not limited by the shores of these 
islands,—not limited by the boundaries of 
Christian civilization, but passes over the 
whole surface of the earth, and embraces the 
meanest, along with the greatest, in its 
scope.” 

There is too much cause for fear that our 
relations with uncivilized races have been, of 


‘late years, unwortby of our former profes- 


sions. One is led to doubt whether the 
moral conscience of the people has gone back, 
and become more darkened than in the days 
when tbe slave-trade and slavery were 
abolished, and when missionary enterprise 
ras first put forth with so much zeal. Self 
interest and national prestige seem such 
strong motives in the governments of the 
day, and the nobler aims of philanthropy are 
often lost sight of. One can but hope that 
statesmen will rise up, who shall bave a 
truer sense of the right place for a powerful 
nation to take in the world, of the influence 
for good she may exert, and of the mission 
which the Lord is willing to give ber in His 
designs for the enlightenment of men. 
Civilization gives us enormous advantages 
over barbarous peoples. We ougbt, there- 
fore, to show some degree of generosity and 
selt-control in our intercourse with them. 
In war our arms and methods of figbtiug are 
of commanding superiority over the old mus- 
kets or poisoned arrows which they ean 
bring against us. At the battle of Ulundi, 
whieb decided the issue of the Zulu war, 
although the conflict was desperately main- 
tained, only eleven British soldiers fell, 
while one thousand Zulus are computed to 
have been killed. This shows bow com- 
pletely savage nations lie in the power of 
those more advanced in the scale of culture, 
and how they ought to move our pity apd 
benevolence. We visit their countries too, 
uninvited, and at our own risk. At the 
recent Conference on International Law, it 
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was laid down by a writer on this subject, 
that we are morally and legally bound to ob- 
serve to an uncivilized race laws and princi 

ples of which that race is itself ignorant. 
The principles of Christian love will carry 
us further yet than this, but missionary work | 
bas been put back many long years in the 


countries now overrun by English troops. 
Lond n, Eleventh month 29. 


CHRIST ALONE OUR SALVATION. 


Richard Claridge, in 1710, wrote of his 
own experience as follows: 


Forasmuch as I certainly know, though 
uncertain when, that I must either later or 
sooner die, and render an account of all my | 
thoughts, words and actions, unto God my 
Creator, Witness and Judge; I do, with 
most earnest supplications, beseech Him | 
both night and day, that I may always lead | 
my life in His sight, by the assistance of His 
Divine Grace, which is never wanting unto 
those, who through Jesus Christ in faith | 
and humility do seek the same. 

I attribute nothing to my own merits, | 
which are none; but ascribe every good| 
thought, word, and deed, unto the grace of} 
God through Jesus Christ. 

I acknowledge no Saviour, no Mediator, 
or Advocate, but Jesus Christ, nor anv pro- | 
pitiation for ‘my sins, and the sins of the| 


whole world, but Him; who is also the} 
Way, the Truth, the Light, and the Life, | 
neither is there salvation in any other; nor | 
is there any other name under Heaven given | 
among men, whereby we must be saved, | 
Acts iv. 12. For He is the true light which | 
enlighteneth every man that cometh into the | 
world, John i. 9. And they that believe in| 
the light and walk in it, are made the cbil-| 
dren of light, and true disciples of Christ, 
and shall never come into condemnation, but | 
shall pass from death unto life. John v. 24. 
Because He is in them a well of water, 
springing up into everlasting life. Jobn iv. 14. | 

As often as I err, slip, or offend, I am re- | 
proved, judged, condemned, and through the 
Spirit of God exciting and enabling me, do 
seriously repent ; whence I receive remission 
of sins, by the free grace of God through 
Jesus Christ; and forgiveness of the sins of 
my past life being freely granted, and con- 
firmed in mine heart by the testimony of the 
Holy Spirit; I earnestly pray unto God, that 
I may watch always, and by the grace and 
power of God, through faith may be preserv- 
ed, that I fall not again into sin. I also 
most fervently pray, that I may abstain from 
‘every appearance of evil; and that God 
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would sanctify me wholly, and that my whole 
spirit, soul and body, be preserved blameless 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
1 Thess. v. 22, 23. And that I may be per- 
fect, as our Father which is in Heaven is 
perfect. Matt. v. 4, 8. 


—~@e ee 


Ask THE Lorp aBout 1T.—!ow often has 
the thought come to the Christian, “If the 
Lord Jesus were only here, standing right 
by me, how I would like to ask Him what I 
ought to do, and how gladly would I then 
do it.” But He is as near to us as He was 
when on earth, and if we pray with a heart 
ready to do His will, the moment it is made 
known, He will tell us what is His mind. 

Mary Fletcher was the wife of Jobn 
Fletcher of Madely, and one of the most holy 
and eminent of the early Methodists. She 


wisbed to know bow to dress and act so as 


to please Christ. She asked Him, and He 
told her. She writes, ‘I prayed for direc- 
tion, and saw clearly that plainness of dress 
and bebavior best became a Christian, and 
proved it good for a proud heart to wear the 


plain and modest livery of God’s children. 


For when I appeared like the world in 


| Babylonish garments I bad its esteem, and 


knew 


not how to part with it. But when 
I 


showed by my appearance that I considered 


myself as a stranger and foreigner, none can 
| know (but by experience) what an influence 
it bas on 
'fence it is to keep us from sinking into the 


the whole conduct, and whata 


| spirit of the world.” 


_ . 60 


For Friends’ Review. 


NEW INDIAN SCHOOL. 


Dear Friend.—I furnish herewith a few 
items relative to the Indian School at Car- 
lisle Barracks, Penna. : 

Captain R. H. Pratt, the officer in charge, 
is well known in connection with the priso- 
ners sent to Ft. Marion, Florida, from the In- 
dian Territory, in the spring of 1875. With 
these he attempted, and with the assistance 
of Christian men and women, who became 
interested in the prisoners, he accomplished 
more than his purely military duty of guard 
ing them as prisoners, he civilized and 
Christianized them. 

Encouraged by success and supported by 
the benevolent sentiment of the people, Oap- 
tain Pratt was authorized by the Indian De- 
partment, in the fall of 1878, to proceed to 
Dakota and procure fifty pupils from among 
the Indians of the Upper Missouri, to be 
educated at Hampton Institute, Va., in con- 
nection with a number of the released Florida 
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prisoners, who chose to remain East and get 
an education, rather than return at once to 
their homes in the Territory. This was re- 
garded by the Indian Department as an ex- 
periment upon which to base future action. 


As success crowned the Hampton effort and | 


the desirability of extending the plan was 
manifest, a successful effort was made to 


obtain the use of some military post not| 
actually needed, for the purpose of.an Indian | 
The selection fell upon Carlisle! 
Barracks, Pa., perhaps as good a one as could | 


School. 


be made—and Captain Pratt was authorized 
to go again among the Dakota tribes and 
select pupils for the new school, to be be- 
tween the ages of ten and eighteen, and chil- 
dren of chiefs or head-men as far as possible 
He returned to Carlisle, Tenth mo. 5th, with 
about ninety children from the Rosebud and 
Pine Ridge Agencies; four of them being 
children of Spotted Tail, the principal Chief 
of the Sioux nation. 

There was considerable difficulty in pro- 
curing the required number of girls; any 
number of boys could be bad, but only some 
26 girls. 
this attempt io the future management and 
prospects of the Dakota Indians it is hard to 
overestimate. 
terial out of which to make scholars and 


future teachers and tradesmen, but in the’ 


possession of so large a number of the chil- 
dren of prominent men, the government has 
a good criterion of the disposition of the tribe 
as well as an actual guarantee of their peace- 
able intentions henceforth. 

To assist in the work of organizing this 
school, as well as to be patterns for the new 
comers, eleven of the young men who bad 
been in Florida and at Hampton were called 
on, and they have for the most part proved 
efficient and trusty. Having thus gummar- 
ized some of the circumstances which led to 
the establishing of this school, I hope to fol- 
low with more details of the plans pursued, 
and of the character of the pupils now as- 
sembled here. 

Respectfully thy Friend, 
A. J. S. 

PuRcHASED.—For common reason teaches 
thus, that if a man buy a borse, or sheep, or 
other cattle, and give or pay a price for them, 
the horse and cattle are at bis own use and 
service and command that bought them, and 
to be ordered and fed by bim; and his oxen 
shall know his crib; and his ass will know 
his owner that bought him and paid a price 
for him. And be that has bought his sheep, 
and sets his own mark upon them, and orders 
bis pastures for them, would not lose them 
after he has bought them. * * But Christ, 
our Spiritual Heavenly Man, has purchased 


The importance of the success of | 
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us with His blood, and paid a price for us, 
His sheep, and has sealed us, and set His 
mark upon us, so that we are His, and not 
our own, and are at His ordering and dis- 
posing by His heavenly power, and He 
orders us heavenly milk. and wine, and 


|honey, and heavenly bread and water, and 


the heavenly clothing, the fine linen that He 
clothes us with, and feeds us in His heavenly 
pastures of life, His lambs and His sheep. 
And so we are to live to Christ the Heavenly 
Man, and to serve Him, and to do His will, 
and so know his doctrine. And so here we 
know our Master’s will, and kuow our 
Owner, and the Heavenly voice of Him that 


| has purchased us, and paid a price for us, 
/our Heavenly Owner, and are not like such 


that are worse than the common ox or ass, 
that know not their owner, nor their master’s 
crib. G. Fox, 1675. 


> 


THe AupipHone.—Richard S. Rhodes, of Chi- 
cago, had been deaf for twenty years, and had 
tried all forms of ear-trumpets without success. 
But he had observed that on holding his watch 
between his teeth he could distinctly hear its 
ticking. Acting upon this he at length invented 
the audiphone, which is described as resembling 


= \‘*an ordinary Japanese fan, a square fan with 
Not only have we good ma-| ‘ 


the corners rounded, and made of vulcanized 
rubber. The flexible fan part is adjusted in a 
semi-cylindrical shape by cords held in place by 
a wedge in the handle. The audiphone is pressed 
ag.inst the eye teeth.” Experiments have been 
made with a class of seven deaf mutes from the 
Washington Heights Asylum of New York, and 
one of them with a double audiphone succeeded 
in making a sound with her voice for the first 
time in her life. It was found that the mutes 
could hear singing, but that, of course, no ideas 
were conveyed to them by sounds. It is pro- 
posed to test what can be done for deaf mutes 
by the use of the audiphone, not without hopes 
that in some cases it may greatly alleviate their 
privation, 

On the 8th instant further experiments were 
made with the audiphone at the Institution for 
the Deaf and Dumb in Philadelphia. The in- 
ventor sat near a young lady who has been 
partially deaf for several years. He gave one 
terrific shriek in her ear, but she heard not the 
slightest sound. Using an audiphone, however, 
she could hear each word distinctly when ad- 
dressed in an ordinary tone of voice. 


—_ - 


SLAVE AND Frer Lasor.—The Richmond, 
Va., State gives the following comparison of 
slave and free labor : 

“During the ten years preceding the war—the 
last ten years of slave labor—the cotton crop of 
the South was in round numbers thirty-five mil- 
lion bales. During the last ten years, including 
1879, the crop was forty-one ana a half million, 
valued at $3,000,000,0c0, a solid increase of six 
and a half million bates, The doctrine of the ex- 
slave-holder then, that the free negro would not, 
and the white man could not, work the cotton 
fields, falls entirely to the ground. White men, 
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during the last few years, bave done not a little 
in the cotton fields of the South; but the arm of 
the free negro has been the chief instrument in 
bringing this revenue of $3,000,000,000 to the 
cotton-zrowing States. The free negro is happy 
on corn meal and bacon, and it has been clearly 
shown that his paid labor is cheaper than his free 
labor. The United States now raises nearly half 
the cotton grown in the whole world; yet each 
year’s crop for the world could be grown, says 
Mr. Edward Atherton, of Boston, one of the 
highest authorities on cotton statistics, on a 
twelfth section of the arable land cf Texas, or on 
the good lands of any other two cotton-growing 
States, without over-taxing them.” 
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RESTORATION. 


Man was created “ very good.’’ He was made | 


in the image of God, holy, pure, ‘sinless, and 
lived in communion with God. He walked in 
cheerful, loving, filial conformity to His will. 
Through the influence of another being he was 
tempted to diverge from harmony with God, to 
use his free choice, and to will otherwise than in 
accordance with the Divine will. Thus he 
sinned. He mistrusted God, doubted His entire 


love, wisdom and goodness, disobeyed His com- 
mand which was a test of loving allegiance, and 


thus lost the state in which he was at first. He 
underwent a spiritual death, a loss of the power, 
purity and wisdom in which he had lived, and 
fell into impurity and hurtful desires, arising in 
a nature now corrupted by sin. 

But God in His infinite love devised a way of 
restoration, of repair of this mischief and misery 
into which man had been brought, so that he 


could come back into pure communion with his | 


Father in heaven. The woman had been de- 
ceived by the serpent. Through her should 
come One who should bruise the serpent’s head 
and break his power, and restore man to fellow- 
ship with God. Christ must come, and in union 
with man’s nature, as the representative of the 
race, the second Adam must live a perfect life, 
fulfil God’s holy law, by word and example teach 
the truth, reveal God’s character to men, and in 
suffering unto death, both manifest God's unut- 
terable love for sinful men, and make an atone- 
ment for them so that God may be both just and 
righteous, yet free in His mercy to the penitent 
believer. 

The redeeming work of the Eternal Word 
and Son of God is not limited to His manifesta- 
tion in the flesh; it has been continual from the 
first creation of man, and will not cease till there 
are no more men to be redeemed, 
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But His coming and suffering in the flesh were 
ordained of God from of old. He is the Lamb 
slain, inthe purpose of God, from the foundation 
of the wor'd., 


Passing over the Patriarchal and Mosaic dis- 
pensations, of which latter those of the later 
prophets and of John were higher developments, 
we come to the appearing of Christ in the flesh, 
in which He finished all His work for us, in His 
life, and by His dying the Just for (in the stead 
of) the unjust, that He might bring us to God. 
He rose, He ascended, He was glorified, and 
sent forth the Holy Spirit, in His own name. 


Now the work of salvation and restoration, 
under the preaching of the gospel, is, first that 
|men's eyes are opened, Christ the Saviour by 
the Holy Spirit opens their eyes in the light of 
the truth to see themselves as they really are, 
dark, sinful, with wrong views of themselves and 
of God. The Spirit convinces them of sin, gives 
them to feel for it sorrow and condemnation, 
| and, secondly, draws them to turn from sin and 
Satan’s power unto God. This deep, inwrought 
turning from sin unto God is repentance, and 
issues in a future and continual amendment of 
life. The Spirit also testifies of Christ, and 
gives ability to men to believe in Him, and to 
accept remission of past sins, through the pro- 
pitiation for them which the Lord Jesus made 
by His own precious blood. 


With this justification from sins past, comes 
and must be conjoined, sanctification, or ‘‘ the 
| purgation of the soul from the defiling ma/ure 
land Aabits of sin present.”” This sanctifi- 
ication, like all the rest of redemption, is 
through faith in Christ, and by an experience 
of the cleansing, purifying power of His Holy 
Spirit, in connection with the truth. This thorough 
| work, whether quickly or gradually brought to 
| pass, restores man to the image of God; it brings 
into an experience of Christian perfection—a 
| perfection in love to God and to man, and from 
sin—not “in wisdom and glory in this life, or 
from natural infirmities.” 

Now the justification from sins past, and the 
entrance upon the new life in Christ, is com- 
monly called regeneration, but the Early Friends 
so firmly held that the work of Christ was a com- 
plete restoration in man of God’s image of purity, 
that they only called the entrance upon a state of 
Christian perfection, regeneration. Hence have 
arisen many misunderstandings in the #se of 
terms. Are we as a people experiencing, teaching 
and preaching this full work of redemption or 
restoration through the Lord Jesus Christ ? It is 
the very end of Christ’s coming. It is the very 
truth of the gospel. 
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A SMALL number only of the Utes have engaged 
in acts of violence against United States officers, 
and the principal chief has agreed that he will, if 
possible, surrender eleven of the active partici- 
pators in the killing of the agent and the em- 
ployees, for trial at Washington. The latter con- 
dition was wisely imposed by the Indians, as 


they justly feared that an impartial trial in Colo- | 


rado was not to be expected. 

The Senate of the United States passed a 
resolution authorizing the Secretary of the In- 
terior to negotiate with those of the Ute Indians 
who have not forfeited their,treaty rights by acts 
of hostility against the United States govern- 
ment, for the extinguishment of the title to their 
lands in Colorado and their removal to some 
suitable place not in the Indian Territory. The 
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gestions, sometimes, too, as in the paper on “ The 
Silver Spring,” they are full of beautiful descrip- 
tion, and the whole series is aglow with that deep 
|soul love of his Saviour which pervades all of 
Dr. Cuyler’s writings. It is an especially suit- 
able book for the sick room, and many parts, 
from their simplicity, are well adapted for cot- 
tage visiting. 

We have also received two new books for 
children from the same publishers, both of 
which we can recommend. 

The first is another of Dr. Newton’s admirable 
| books—abounding, as usual, in anecdotes and 
| striking Scripture illustrations. It is a series of 
{short sermons for children, and will no doubt 
be as heartily welcomed by them as its prede- 
cessors have been. It is entitled ‘‘ Pebbles from 
the Brook,”’ published by R. Carter & Brothers, 
New York. Price, $1.25. 

The other is a book of Bible Stories for very 
young children, in two volumes, entitled, re- 


| 





House Committee on Indian Affiirs, however, | spectively, “Mamma’s Bible Stories,” and 
have amended the resolution so as to provide | ‘‘ Sequel to Mamma’s Bible Stories,” also pub- 


for the rem. val of the Indians to some suitable | lished by R. Carter & Bros. These little vol- 

acd 5 6 _ | umes have long been favorites in England, and 
place within the limits of Colorado. It requires| we have heard them mentioned with delight by 
the consent of three fourths of the adult male} more than one English Friend. They are now 


Utes who have not forfeited their treaty rights, and | published for the first time in this country, and 


that the agreement shall be submitted to Con. | 


gress for its approval. 

The proposal to place them in the Indian Ter- 
ritory was resisted by Senator Cockrell, because 
the people of Arkansas, Missouri and Texas are 


opposed to having any more Indians settled in 


the Territory. It is said that those interested in 
certain projected -railroads through the Indian 
Territory are clamoring for the ustablishment of 


a territorial government over this Territory, | 


whereby whites can freely enter, the lands be 


appropriated by a local legislature to railway | 
companies, and the long list of national crimes | 


towards the Indians thus receive its consumm2- 
tion, 

POINTED PAPERS FOR THE CHRISTIAN* LIFE 
By Theodore L. Cuyler, From R. Carter & 
Bros., Broadway, New York. $1.50. 


We quote Dr. Cuyler’s brief preface entire, as | 


it gives an excellent idea of the contents of the 
book. He says: “The title of this volume was 
suggested by an intimate friend, who has long 
urged me to publish a series of practical papers 


on the Christian life,—from the soul’s first step | 
towards Jesus Christ, clear onward to its final | 


home-coming into Heaven. If these chapters 
shall bring light to any bewildered soul, or 
Strength to the feeble-hearted—any relief to the 
overloaded, or joy to the sorrowing, then my 
honest labor of love will not go unrewarded.” 
The hope expressed in the last sentence seems 
extremely hikely to be fulfilled. Dr Cuyler’s 
fresh, vigorous words are well calculated to 
bring light, and strength and joy to all who 
read them. The papers are mostly short, few 
of them occupying more than three or four pages 
of large type, but in each he has given us one 
complete and well illustrated thought. They 
abound in telling incidents and practical sug- 


| we hope they will give as much pleasure here 
s they have done on the other side of the 
| ocean. 


| “*BLue FLAG AND CLotH oF Gotp.” By 
| Anna Warner. R. Carter & Brothers, New York. 


| If any of our young readers want to learn 

how to grow flowering bulbs, or still more if they 
| want a really interesting story, they cannot do 
| better thsn read ‘ Blue Flag and Cloth of Gold.” 
| Of all books for children, trom Harry and Lucy 
| down, which profess to combine instruction with 
amusement, we know of none more successful 
|than this, The mysteries connected with the 
| culture of flowering bulbs would not perhaps be 
very interesting to most children, but here they 
are so cleverly interwoven with the story that 
| we defy the most inveterate ‘“‘ skipper’ to escape 
| without at least a tolerable idea of them. As 
| for the story, its charm consists in its truthful 
| character painting, There is none of that ab- 

normal goodness and love of wisdom which is 
| sometimes found in such books. Sam and Clo- 
| ver, and Lily and Primrose, and Jack, are a set 


« 
| 


|of simple, enthusiastic, vea/ children as unlike 
each other as children in one family usually are, 
yet each appealing in his or her special way to 
our sympathies. We know more than one fam- 
ily to whom we think this book would be a treas- 
ure, and we hope they will be so happy as to 
/come into possession of it amongst their other 
holiday presents. ‘ 


Nore.—All the above books were sent us from 
the store of the Maryland Tract Society, Fayette 
street, near Charles, Baltimore, Md., where they 
are for sale. 


KEPT FOR THE MASTER'S Use. By Frances 
Ridley Havergal, is a little volume which its au- 
thor was just finishing when called away by 
death. Itisa brief comment on the successive 
verses of a hymn changed from her well-known 
one on consecration to the thought of the keeping 
of our Lord of that which we have committed 
unto Him. With a little too much of self dissec- 
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tion, it contains many practical passages, andis| The London Christian regrets that in reply to 
written in the author's sincere and earnest man.- | its inquiries from ministers in Great Britain for 
ner. In the chapter on the lips, after insisting | accounts of any spiritual work that would be of 
that words as well as our “ quiet influence” | interest to its readers there has been so little 
should be used for the Lord, she adds that, | found to report, and regards this dearth of bless- 
“What passes in should surely be considered as | ing and of matter for thanksgiving as the loudest 


well as what passes out. And very many of us 
are beginning to see that the command, 
‘Whether ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, 
do all to the glory of God,’ is not fully obeyed 
when we drink, merely because we like it, what 
is the very greatest obstacle to that glory in the 
realin of England.” Few Christians will read 
the book through without learning lessons which 
will make them more cheerful and faithful ser- 
vants of the Lord Jesus. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Professor Christleib, in his address before the 
Evangelical Alliance at Basle, on Christian Mis- 
sions, stated that the number of native adherents 
of lrotestant Mission Churches is estimated at 
1,650,000. The increase in 1878, 60,000, was 
greater than the whole number of adherents at 
the beginning of thiscentury. There are 400,000 
pupils in 12,000 mission schools, besides the hun- 
dreds of natives under training for the ministry. 
The total income of Protestant Missionary So- 
cieties is about $5,762,cco. Of this England 
gives $3,332, America $1,666,000. The Roman 
Propaganda has less than one-fifth as much as 


the Protestant churches. The voluntary churches | 


give more than the established churches; the 
Moravians give most of all, an average of $1.19 


for each member of their community, old and 
young. 


In France, the Romanist and most of the Prot- 
estant congregations receive aid from the 
State. But there are also Free Evangelical 
churches similar to the Congregational churches 
of this country in many points, which are wholly 
independent of the State. E. de Pressensé and 
Pastor Fisch are among the miniséers of this Free 
Church. A Protestant meeting has been held in 
the palace at Versailles, through the interest’ of 
M, Favre, whose wife is a Protestant. The 
privilege was granted while a new meeting-house 
was being erected. 


The Emperor of Austria received the deputa- 
tion of the Evangelical Alliance with courtesy, 
and promised that the case of the persecuted 
Protestants of Bohemia should be investigated. 


In Belgium the schools have been almost 
wholly in the hands of Roman ecclesiastics Lately | 


call for humiliation and prayer. 


Additional independent testimony shows that 
the Salvation Army are largely blessed in lifting 
up the poorest and worst out of degradation and 
sin into lives of order and sound piety. The ad- 
herents of this body keep steadily on amid criti- 
cism from the respectable, and harsh persecution 
from the sabble, to preach and testify of Christ. 


The American Missionary Association report 
that in the twelve schools for Chinese in Califor- 
nia there have been enrolled the past year 1,489 
scholars. The average attendance for the whole 
year has been 252, and there are now 21 teachers 
including 5 Chinese helpers. During the year 84 
have given evidence of conversion, and 137 have 
renounced idolatry. The whole number “of 
whom the hope has been cherished that they were 
born of God, from the beginning of the work 
until now,” says W. C. Rand, the Superintendent 
of the work, “cannot be less than 235." There 
are now 198 Christian Chinese members of the 
Congregational Association, of whom 44 were re- 
| ceived the past year. 


- “= 


TEMPERANCE NOTES. 


THE National Temperance Advocate for 
Twelfth mo., is a good specimen of that admira- 
| ble organ of the National Témperance Society. 
It has always fresh and valuable information 
upon the great subject to which it is devoted, 
toucting its scientific, sanitary, political, indus- 
trial and religious aspects. The reception given 
to John 8. Gough by a large company of promi- 
nent supporters of the cause of temperance, at the 
parlor of the Broadway Tabernacle is described. 
John B. Gough especially referred to the increase 
of drunkenness in England “ among a certain 
class,"’ ‘a certain portion of what are called the 
lower orders of society in England are more be- 
'sotted and brutalized by drunkenness than they 

were twenty-five years ago.” Among the middle 
| classes, ‘‘the bone and sinew of any nation,” 
| he finds an immense improvement. He makes 
|a sad exception, however. This increase is 
|among a respectable class of women, and is in 
| consequence of “ grocers’ licences,” to sell liquor 
| to be taken off the premises. 

But on the other hand, he finds a vast amount 





a law was passed makjng the common schools | of work b ing done in England to promote tem- 


independent of the priests, and a strenuous op | perance. Fourteen thousand clergymen of the 
position to the new system has been made by | National Church are members of the Church of 
bishops and priests. The teachers who con-| England Temperance Society. Six bishops and 
tinued in the schools were threatened with denial| many other diguitaries are total abstainers. 
of the sacraments, “ Seven Belgian priests,” says| The Dissenters are not behind in this matter, 
the /ndependent,** have gone the length of pro-|and powerful social and poluical influence is 
hibiting children attending the communal|ranzed on the side of Temperance John B. 
schools from entering the churches, The|Gough also spoke highly of the excel ence of 
Minister of Justice has issued a circular in conse- | organization in England and of teetot «I clubs, and 
quence, calling attention to the laws making| other places for the working men who wished to 
churches free to all.” The Pope has not upheld | quit drink. Then such scientists as Sir. Heary 
the Bishops in their extreme measures, but has | Thompson, Sir William Guill and Dr. B. W. Rich- 
counselled conciliation. 'urdson are giving great aid to the cause, 
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Ir is significant that the Home Life Insurance| Herod the King, rightly so-called, sometimes 
Company of New York has deemed it desirable, | styled the Great, on account of his grand build- 
from purely business considerations, to reprint, | ings, and the wide extent of country which he 
as a circular or leaflet, for distribution, a late| ruled over, was the first of the three Herods 
article from the Pacific Medical Fournal strongly | whose names are mentioned in the New Testa- 
condemnatory of the custom of beer-drinking.| ment. At this time he was approaching 
Attention is called to the fact that *‘ the fashion | the close of his life, having reigned thirty-seven 
of the present day in the United States sets| years, a wretched old man. The wise men, 
strongly toward the substitution of beer for other| or Magi, were probably from Persia, and may 
stimulating liquors, and the subject, it is affirmed,| have been followers of Zoroaster; but who 
“is one of great magnitude, and deserves the| these men were has been the subject of much 
attention of medical men as well as that of the|tradition, both in the Eastern and Western 
moralists.” The testimony of the distinguished| churches. The very silence of Scripture in re- 
Sir Astley Cooper is quoted, wherein he declared, | gard to their rank, their number, their names, 
as the result of his experience in Guy's Hospital, | their country, and their religion, has caused 
that “the beer-drinkers from the London brew-| Romanists to fix not only their number, but the 
eries, though presenting the appearance of rug- | fact that they were kings, the countries they ruled 
ged health, were the most incapable of all classes| over, and their names. They may have be- 
to resist disease; that trifling injuries among | longed to that high sacerdotal class which sur- 
them were liable to lead to the most serious con- | rounded the kings of Persia, and of which Daniel 
sequences; and that so prone were they to suc- | was the chief. Whilst apparently in no way con- 
cumb to disease that they would sometimes die | nected with the Jews, they appear to have been 
from gangrene in wounds as trifling as the scratch | worshippers of the true God, and though students 
of a pin” Referring to the tendency to substi-| of the science of astrology, and seeking by the 
tute malt for spirituous liquors, the article con-| stars to foretell future events, their earnest seek- 
cludes by saying that it “is cause for apprehension | ing after truth prevented them from practising 
and alarm that just as public opinion, professional | any deceit or making any false pretension, so 
and unprofessional, is uniting all over the world| that when in the fulness of time the Saviour 
in the condemnation of the common use of|came, his manifestation was mad2 known to 
ardent spirits, the portals of danger and death|them, though Gentiles living far away from 
are opening wide in another direction.’ Life | Judea. 
insurance thus, from purely economic consider-| 2. The question was not whether such a king 
ations, warns the public against the dangers and| was born or not; they knew that, but where ? 
increased death-rate involved in beer-drinking. | Probably they expected that they would find him 





lt is a timely warning which all will do well to| in Jerusalem, where the temple was, 


heed.— National Temperance Advocate. 3. The reason of their beliefis given: ‘We 
| have seen his star,"’ when first it rose, ‘‘and are 
|come to worship him.” The correct rendering 
lis not “in the East,” see Lange, &c. The star 
| which the magi saw and followed has naturally 
on wanes epaneen month 4th, 1880. | heen a subject of discussion and wonder. Kepler 
ord ’ P |showed by careful calculation that about this 
aoa, i, O07, time was a remarkable conjunction of Jupiter 
_The first lesson embraces the account of the |and Saturn. This conjunction would not ex- 
visit of the wise men to the infant Saviour, when | plain where the promised Messiah was born. 
he was probably nearly one year old. The date | Probably this event to their minds, filled with the 
of our Lord's birth is generally supposed to be | study of the stars, may have had the effect to 
from four to six years before the time from which | suggest to them that the Messiah was indeed 
our present chronology is dated. come, God in His mercy permitting their search 
If we were constructing a Harmony of the | for knowledge through the stars to be rewarded. 
Gospels, giving the life of our Lord, the first} 4. Herod, whose jealousy had caused him to 
fourteen verses of the first chapter of John, the | execute his sons and his beloved wife Mariamne, 
first and second chapters of Luke, as far as the | might well be troubled by such a strange ques- 
38th verse, the genealogies and the account of | tion, and the Jews who had suffered so much 
the birth of Jesus Christ, as recorded in the first | from his tyranny, might well fear any new cause 
chapter of Matthew, would come before this | for cruelty. 
lesson, the latter giving the reason forthe name| 5. Herod immediately called the Sanhedrim 
Jesus (Hebrew for Saviour), and showing the | together to know the place where, according to 
fulfilment in Him of the prophecy of Isaiah, | the Scriptures, the Messiah should be born. 
chapter vii., 14, that a virgin should conceive| 6. /n Bethlehem of Pudea. For this was defi- 
and bear a son, whose nathe should be Imman- | nitely foretold by the prophet Micah, chapter v. 
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uel (God with us.) 
THE LESSON. 


1. Jesus was born in the village of Bethlehem, 
(Hebrew, Beth, a house, lehem, of bread.) This 
village, called Ephrath in Gen. xxxv. 19, and 
xlviii. 7, was the birthplace of David, and is 
called the “ City of David" by the angel of the 
Lord, _(See Luke, chapter ii., 11.) Located about 
six miles south of Jerusalem, on the ridge, it is 
still a good sized village, several of the dwellings 
being caves in the rock. 


2-6. This quotation does not exactly follow either 
the Hebrew or Septuagint. The prophet desig- 
nates the place as Bethiehem Ephratah, to dis- 
tinguish it from the other Bethlehem in Z-bulon; 
the Evangelist preserves the idea intended to 
be conveyed by the prophet. “That shall 
| rude," marginal reference, “that shall feed.” 
|The margin expresses the true meaning of the 
| word far the best, for it occurs eleven times in 
lithe New Testament, and is translated “ feed" 
| seven times. See John xxi. 16; Acts xx. 28, &c. 
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7. Herod made a high profession of religion, 
but ever showed the same crafty policy, as did 
the other members of that family. 

8. He unwittingly helped the wise men on 
their way, though hypocritically giving the exact 
opposite to the true reason for his interest in 
finding the place where the Messiah was born. 


g and 10. Travellers in the East often find the | 


night the most pleasant time for making their 
journeys, when the stars appear brightly in the 
sky. We know not whether the star which ap- 
peared then, had gone before the wise men all 
the time or not. 


11. Their worship was not of that kind which! 


would be content with simply bowing the body. 
The treasures of gold and frankincense and 


. ' 
myrrh were freely given to the little child. Prob- | 
ably the three articles had some meaning not} 
known to us, but persons coming so long a dis- | 


tance would naturally bring those offerings 


which by their great value might be easily car- | 
sted by some com. | 


ried. Possibly the idea sugge 
mentators may be correct, that the gold symbol- 
ized kingship. the frankincense incense to the 
priest, the myrrh in token of his death. Care is 
needed not to entertain too fanciful ideas. 


12. In obedience to Divine intimation they de- | 


parted for their homes by a different way from 
from that by which they had come. 

The instruction to be drawn from this lesso 
is very valuable. 

Ist. That the knowledge of God was not re- 
stricted to the Jews, but that other people offered 


n 


acceptable worship, though recognized as Gen- | 


tiles 


2d. That God in his love showed to them the 
promised Messiah. 


3d. These Gentiles were obedient to the guid- 


g 


ance of the Holy Spirit, in their comin 
worship and their return home. 
not find the King in Jerusalem they went to the 
village near by, and to a poor dwelling in that 
village, and to a little child in that dwelling, but 
yet they gave the treasures to him which they had 
brought, and their hearts were filled with joy in 
performing this service. All that they knew of 
science was made subservient to their desire to 
find the Messiah. 

4th. The people who considered themselves as 
above all others chosen of God, from whom the 
Messiah was to come, were now so sunk in deg- 
radation that when the question was asked where 
the Messiah should be born, the answer was 
given, but the ruler only sought to find him out 
to destroy him. 

5th. Tne Sanhedrim appear to have been indif- 
ferent, and if troubled, only by considering their 
own aggrandisement and what risk would be 
run if the Messiah had indeed come. No gifts 
were offered by the rulers of the Jews, no love of 
God, no desire that His will might be done on 
earth, were manifested 

6th, The greatest danger to the child lay in their 
willingness to show Herod where the place 
should be. 

7th, The whole Jesson is summed up asteaching 
that no knowledge of Scripture where there is 
not the love of God, will be of any service in 
advancing His cause; that loving and obedient 
hearts, though unknown to the world, will be led 
to do the right thing, even if for a moment they 
may be deceived by the craftiness of the pro- 


their 


Be 


When they did | 
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fessed church. In this lesson the truths held by 
our own Society are clearly shown—no fancied 
and formal apostolic succession is of any avail, 
neither has the true worshio of God been pre. 
served by the professing church of highest pre. 
tensions; it has, on the other hand, been neces. 
sary to go by another way, so that the truth 
may not suffer. 

The best books to consult on this lesson are 
Smith’s Dictionary, ‘ Wise Men” and “Star of 
the East,;’’ Matthew in Lange’s Commentary; 
Chambers’ Book of Days, for the account of the 
Medieval legend ; Farrar’s Life of Christ. The 
sermon on the ‘“ The Star in the Exst,” by F.W 
Robertson, vol. ii., p. 46, is very suggestive and 
very beautiful. 
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AMERICAN FRIENDS’ MISSIONARY 
BOARD. 





| 
| Ata meeting of the Friends appointed by 
|some of the Yearly Meetings on the Ameri- 
‘ean continent, to constitute an American 
| Friends’ Board of Missions, beld at India- 
|napolis, Iod., 10th and 11th of Twelfth mo. 
1879, Amos Doan was appointed Chairman, 
| and Charles Hutchinson, Secretary. Yearly 
| Meetings were represented as follows: 

| Obio.—Sarab E. Jenkins, David B Upde. 
| graff, Anthony M. Kimber, Jane M. Kille, 
| Francis C. Stanley. 

| Western.—Amos Doan, Wilson Spray, 
|'Nathan H. Clark, Rebecca T. Hobbs, Jane 
| kK. Turner. 

Notrh Carolina.—D. 
| Rachel Binford. 

Iowa.—Lawrie Tatum, Charles Hutchio- 
son. 

Kansas.—Dr. Wm. Nicholson. 

Indiana.—Hannah A. White, Isaac P. 
Evans, Timothy Harrison, Esther E. Dickin- 
son, Charles F. Coffin. The appointment 
of this Yearly Meeting was confined to 
making needed arrangements for future work. 

New York. —Jas. Wood, Emmor Haines, 
Wm. H. 8S. Wood from New York Repre- 
sentative Meeting. Robert M. Ferris from 
Bible School and Missionary Board of New 
York. 

New England —Eli Jones, Allen Jay, 
from the Committee on Friends’ Home and 
Foreign Missions held at Providence, R. I. 

The proposition was taken up as presented 
by Ohio Yearly Meeting, the meeting form: 
ing itself into a conference for its considera 
tion. Several sittings were devoted to the 
thorough examination of the situation, witb 
an earnest and prayerful desire to arrive at 
a decision which would tend to harmonious 
action and give permanence to the work. 
The result has been the framing of the fol- 
lowing plan of operation, to be laid before 
the various Yearly Meetings at their annual 
gatherings for adoption. ‘Trusting that each 
Yearly Meeting may be rightly directed 12 


W. C. 


Benbow, 
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its consideration, we commend it to their 

prayerful examination. 

Proposition for the formation of a Friends’ 
Missionary Board, submitted for their 
adoption to all the Yearly Meetings on the 
American Cuntinent which correspond 
with each other, by a conference of Friends 
composed of representatives from Eight of 
those Yearly Meetings held at Indianapo- 
lis, Ind., 10th and 11th of Twelfth mo. 
1879. 


ArticLe 1.—The following plan for the 
organization of a Friends’ Missionary Board | 
is submitted to the different Yearly Meetings | 
on the American Continent which correspond | 
with each other, for their approval and adop- | 
tion. 

After it has been so submitted, the Friends | 
who may have been appointed, shall con- 
stitute the proposed Board, and sball meet | 
and organize in the manner indicated, at the | 
call of a Committee now appointed by this | 
conference. 

ARTICLE 





2—The Association shall be 


called the American Friends’ Missionary | 
Board. 

ARTICLE 3.—Its object shall be to promote | 
the work of missions and advance the cause | 
of Christ in the earth, by effecting a general | 
and more specific co-operation of Friends | 


every where. 
ArticLe 4.—The Board shall consist of 
two members appointed by each Yearl 
Meeting joining in the Association, together | 
with a like number from such association of 
Friends in Philadelphia as may unite here- 
in, The Board shall meet annually, and | 
oftener when necessary. | 
ARTICLE 5.—The officers of the mone | 
shall consist of a Chairman, Treasurer and | 
Secretary ; the two former to be chosen from | 
the members of the Board, the latter may be 
chosen from outside, but will then become a 
member ex officio. 
ArTIcLE 6.—The Board shall procure in- 
formation in regard to the needs of the 
various missionary fields, and exercise a 
general supervision over the work and work- 
ers under its care; shall receive and con- 
sider applications from persons who may 
desire to engage in the work, and recommend 
them to such fields for labor as may seem to 
may determine. It shall recommend to the 
Missionary Committees of such Yearly 
for their labor, and suitable workers for those 
tees upon the general and particular needs 
ings, through their Committees, where they 


be best, and under such regulations as it 
Meetings as may bave them, suitable fields 
fields: it shall correspond with such commit- 
of the work, and report to the Yearly Meet- 
have such, all information that may be of 
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interest to them, or may aid them in further- 
ing the interests of the cause. It shall keep 
Friends generally advised, through the 
press, of the progress of the work, and make 
such application of the funds entrusted to 
its care as may seem best, either in the 
establishment of new missions, or in the 
assistance of those already established by 
individual Yearly Meetings. 

ArtIcLE 7.—It shall be the duty of the 
Treasurer to receive all contributions of 
money that may be made for the purposes of 
the Board, and to pay bills and drafts upon 


|it when endorsed by the chairman and sec- 


retary. His accounts sball be annually ex- 
amined by an auditing Committee of the 
Board. 

ARTICLE 8.—It shall be the duty of the 
Secretary to carry out the instructions of 


‘the Board in any department of the work to 
| 


which he may be directed. 

ARTICLE 9.--The expenses of the Board 
and of its work are to be met by voluntary 
contributions ; and to aid in obtaining these 
and to promote the general interests of the 
cause, it 1s recommended that a correspond- 


|ing secretary be appointed in each Quarterly 


Meeting. 

ARTICLE 10.—Such Yearly Meetings as 
are already engaged in missionary work are 
encouraged to continue in their re-pective 
fields, buat when they wish to engage in 
other fields, it is recommended that they do 
so only with the sanction of the Board, in 
order that the work may be properly dis 
tributed, and the best results obtained. 

ARTICLE 11.—Where Yearly Meetings 
have Missionary Committees, they are re- 
quested to report full information of their 
work to the Board. 

Signed on behalf of the Conference, 

Amos Doan, Chairman, 
Cuarves HurtcHinson, Secretary. 


INDIANAPOLIS CONFERENCE. 
American Friends’ Missionary Board. 
To the Editor of Friends’ Review : 

Dear Friend—Our members generally will no 
doubt be wishing to hear about the Conference 
at Indianapolis, There were present altogether 
twenty-six delegates, representing eight Yearly 
Meetings, Baltrmore and Canada being un- 
represented. Fifteen out of the twenty-six 
were from Yearly Meetings that had fully united 
in the Ohio proposal; five were from Indiana, 
which united, but restricted its delegates at their 
first meeting to forming plans for future work ; 
four were appointed by the Representative Meet- 
ing and Missionary Board of New York, and Eli 
Jones and Allen Jay represented New England. 
A large pruportion of these Friends attended the 
usual meeting for worship on Fourth-day morn- 
ing, Twelfth mo. roth, when we enjoyed the 
sense of the Lord's presence, and addresses were 
delivered by Dr. Nicholson, Allen Jay, Eli Jones, 
D. B. Updegraff, and myself. The parting com- 
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mand of the Saviour, ‘‘Go teach all nations,” 
and the parting injunction of the apostle, ‘Preach 
the word,"’ were brought before us; and we were 
also impressively reminded of the need to be of 
good courage, since ‘God has no use for 
cowards.” 

Our afternoon session was opened with a time 
of waiting on the Lord, in which earnest prayers 
were raised for His guidance and help; that sel- 
fishness be laid low, and that a pure desire might 
live in the hearts of all of us that the will of the 
Lord might be done. 

Amos Doan was appointed chairman, and 
Charles Hutchinson secretary of the Conference. 
When the delegates were called over, the fact 
was elicited that they did not all come with equal 
powers, and that some were restricted to con- 
sulting on the basis for future association and 
work. Equal privileges were, however, at once 
generously awarded to all who had come, and 
the Conference proceeded to deliberate on the 
general question. It was natural that the first 
session should be a good deal taken up with the 
consideration of difficulties, and it was also quite 
natural that the constitution furnished in the Ohio 
Minute, which had been sketched by members of 
that Yearly Meeting without any opportunity for 
conference with others, should, in the judgment 
of some Friends, need to be modified in some 
respects, and to have its details more fully de- 
lineated. There was, however, entire unity on 
several leading points, Every one was agreed 


that a Board, such as had been proposed, was a 
desirable thing, and that if we could get all the 
Yearly Meetings well united, it would be likely 


greatly to help the Missionary work, and be a 
blessed bond of union amongst ourselves, There 
was also no diversity of sentiment as to the ob- 
ject such a Board should have in view, “ to 
spread the knowledge of the Gospel at home and 
abroad by sustaining such as give clear evidence 
of the right call and qualification in the fields of 
labor to which their minds are directed.” No 
one suggested any limitation of this, and Eli 
Jones impressively showed how wide the mission 
field is in the United States Territory, and how 
entirely appropriate to contemplate in the scope 
of such an organization, missionary work among 
the aborigines, the colored people, the Chinese, 
and kindred nationalities, whose home is now 
—_ us. The conference was also entirely 
united that the right basis for the organization is 
equal representation from all the Yearly Meet- 
ings that unite, and there was a general expres- 
sion of approval that the way should be left open 
for the Friends in Philadelphia who are in sym- 
pathy with missions to join with their brethren, 
In considering the details of the proposition, 
there was a generally expressed sentiment that 
the number of delegates suggested for each 
Yearly Meeting was too large, and after con- 
siderable discussion it was agreed to cut them 
down from five to two, the number appointed on 
the Associated Committee on Indian affairs, It 
was pointed out that if the original proposition 
took effect, and all the Yearly Meetings joined, 
we should have a Board of fifty-five members, 
which would be altogether too cumbrous for 
practical work, to say nothing of the serious 
difficulty and expense of getting such a body to- 
gether. The Yearly Meetings that have ap- 
pointed their five delegates will be at liberty, 
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under the new constitution, to form these five in. 
to a missionary committee, with power to nomi- 
nate two of their number as delegates, and they 
can, if they see occasion, increase the size of the 
committee, that being a matter left to the dis- 
cretion of the different Yearly Meetings. 

The points on which there was the greatest 
solicitude, especially by the Yearly Meetings that 
have now the largest amount of missionary work 
on hand, were, that the rights of individual 
Yearly Meetings should not in any way be im- 
properly trenched upon, and that the work now 
in successful operation should be sti!l kept under 
the control of these who have been in many 
cases long and efficiently interested in it. The 
Yearly Meetings are, therefore, by the proposed 
constitution, distinctly encouraged to continue the 
work already going forward; and, on the other 
hand, they are recommended not to commence in 
any fresh fields without consulting with the Board, 
The Board, therefore, becomes an advisory and 
information-giving centre, with power as the way 
opens to start fresh work on behalf of the Society, 
and limited in doing this by the amount of ma- 
terial support which it may receive through vol- 
untary contributions. It furnishes also, what has 
so long been wanted, a centre to which those 
feeling called to missionary labor can apply, and 
a medium through which the requirements of 
different missions and of yet unoccupied fields, 
can be more readily made known than hereto- 
fore. 

Through the whole deliberations an excellent 
spirit prevailed, a willingness to make conces- 
sions, and to do all that was possible to meet one 
another’s views. It was evidently a disappoint 
ment to some who had come with the full expecta- 
tion of forming a Board and getting to work 
unitedly, that the way did not open for doing so 
without running the risk of shutting out several 
Yearly Meetings that are already earnestly en- 
gaged in missions. It was thought that if we 
could agree on a basis on which all would join 
cordially, it was a result worth waiting for, and 
that under the circumstances the Yearly Meetings 
that had made appointments with full powers, 
would not blame their delegates for carrying out 
the old Roman maxim to “ make haste slowly.” 
The missions will not be standing still, and all 
our energies for the coming year will be exerted 
to carry the existing work up to the right point of 
efficiency. It will be competent for the fully- 
empowered delegates to promote missionary work 
within the limits of their own Yearly Meetings in 
various ways. (Jur Friends from Ohio. at the 
close of the Conference, drew together, and find- 
ing that a printing press was just now the most 
urgent need of the Mexican Mission, very nobly 
assumed the responsibility of the cost, $280. 

We had two evening meetings, both well at- 
tended. At the first I gave my address on “Mis- 
sionary Work in connection with the Society of 
Friends ;” the second was chiefly occupied by 
Eli Jones, Timothy Harrison and Esther E. Dick- 
inson, the latter presenting the claims of the Mexi- 
can and Southern Missions. Eli Jones spoke in 
his earnest, impressive way on the missions In 
Sierra Leone, which he and his wife visited in 
1851, and he concluded by bringing before us the 
raotto of the Burman Churches, “A// the world 
for Christ.” An excellent practical turn was 
given to the meeting by D. B. Updegrafi, who 





FRIENDS’ 


succeeded in raising a subscription of $100 for 
the help of the workin Arkansas. I should have 
mentioned that it was the united judgment of the 
Conference that the new Board should meet next 
fall, as soon after the Baltimore Yearly Meeting 
as convenient. 

It only remains for me to acknowledge the kind 
hospitality of Friends of. Indianapolis. They 


had made arrangements for the accommodation | 


of forty delegates ; some of their number were 
on hand at the arrival of the cars to conduct us 
to our quarters; and altogether their kindness 
was a very cheering evidence of their own inter- 
est in the work. 
Thy affectionate friend, 
STANLEY PUMPHREY. 


CORRESPOND 


Editor Friends’ Review. 

It is with great thankfulness that I report | 
the removal by minutes of sojourn from Ben-| 
nington, Ohio, to our Monthly Meeting of| 
Rochester. N. Y., of our dear friends Pris- | 
cilla Rogers and Lida G. Romick. 

A three years’ residence in Rochester has) 
satisfied me that what is most needed there | 
to carry on the Lord’s work, is one or more) 
faithful, earnest woman workers and minis-| 
ters. Our meetings on Alexander St., since 
their coming amongst us, have been owned | 
of and blessed by the Lord, and these dear 
servants have been enabled to preach the} 
word tothe great comfort and satisfaction | 
of the large assemblies that have gathered | 
morning and evening to listen and to be} 
blessed. I am fearful that we as a body, | 
overlook one important advantage we have| 
over all other denominations, and that is, | 
woman ministry, and I have been fearful | 
that there has been and is a tendency with | 
some to ignore their part in the work of| 
bringing souls to Christ. Other denomina-| 
tions are becoming awakened and alive to| 
this important fact, and let us not go back-| 
ward, but in every right way encourage) 
women to come forward in the Master’s| 
service. May the Lord strengthen and bless 
those thus drawn, is the earnest prayer of| 


thy friend, Avex. M. Purpy. | 
Palmyra, N. Y , Twelfth mo. 8th. 


ENCE 


Defoy’s Electric Bit.—The reins enclose 
& small conducting wire, extending from the 


bit to a small electromagnet. By turning 
the crank of the electro-magnet, a slight! 
current is sent to the horse’s mouth, cansing | 
such surprise that he stands immovable, and | 
is easily tamed by caresses. The current is 
hot strong enough to give a shock or stupefy | 
the animal.— Les Mondes. 

African Railway.—Dupouchel’s projected 
tailway for connecting Algeria with Soudan, | 
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continues to excite great interest in France. 
A commission of 65 members has been ap- 
pointed, and divided into four sub-commis- 
‘sions. The first, under the presidency of 
de Lesseps, is to collect statistical and 
|economical information; the second, under 
Dupouchel, is devoted to technical studies 
'and the determination of routes; the third 
is to bave charge of the explorations; and 
| the fourth will consider international ques- 
| tions, especially with reference to the Moors, 
the Tripolitans, and the Touaregs. Many 
of the senators and deputies, who are mem- 
bers of the commission, have visited Algeria 
in order to understand the different projects 
which are to be brought before them.—Les 
Mondes. 
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THY WILL. 


Take Thine own way with me, dear Lord, 
Thou canst not otherwise than bless ; 

I launch me forth upon a sea 
Of boundless love and tenderness. 


I could not choose a larger bliss 

Than to be wholly Thine; and mine 
A will whose higher joy is this, 

To ceaselessly unclasp in Thine. 


I will not fear Thee, O my God! 
The days to come can only bring 

Their perfect sequences of love 
Thy larger, deeper comforting. 


Within the shadow of this love, 
Loss doth transmute itself to gain ; 
Faith vails earth’s sorrows in its light, 
And straightway lives above her pain. 


We are not losers thus ; we share 
The perfect gladness of the Son, 
Not conquered—for, behold, we reign ; 
Conquered and Conqueror in one. 


Thy wonderful grand will, my God ! 
Triumphanily I make it mine; 

And faith shall breathe her glad “ amen” 
To every dear command of Thine. 


Beneath the splendor of Thy choice, 
Thy perfect choice for me, I rest ; 

Outside it now I dare not live, 
Within it I must needs be blest. 


Meanwhile my spirit anchors calm 
In grander regions still than this ; 
The fair, far-shining latitudes 
Of that yet unexplored bliss. 


Then may Thy perfect glorious will 
Be evermore fulfilled in me, 

And make my life an answering chord 
Of glad, responsive harmony. 


Oh! it is life indeed to live 

Within this kingdom strangely sweet ; 
And yet we fear to enter in, 

And linger with unwilling feet. 


We fear this wondrous rule of Thine, 
Because we have not reached Thy heart; 
Not venturing our all on Thee, 
We may not know how good Thou art. 
—Selected. J. S. Picorr. 





304 FRIENDS’ 


HE LATE RESIDENCE of Robert Thomas, 
deceased, Burlington, N. J., 1s offered for sale. 
The house is in good condition, with large lot, and the 
location most desirable. Apply to 
R. F. Mort, Executor, 
Burlington, N. J. 


_ 


APTISM — NOW READY.—Baptism ; What 
was it in the Old Testament ? What is it in the 
New Testament ? A neat pamphlet by B. C. Hobbs, 
A. M., LL. D., ex Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
ion for the State of Indiana. This pamphlet has 
been recently published and largely circulated in 
England. Every Quaker should read it. Price by 
mail, 15 cents. Send postage or script to the under 
signed. 
Soon to be ready, by the same author, a pamphlet 
on the Lord’s Supper; 15 cents ; or bound with the 
other, 25 cents. 


FRIENDS’ PUBLISHING HOUSE, 
Wa. G. HuBBARD, Manager, 





51 North Front Street, Columbus, Ohio. 
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by 28 of the convicts excluded from amnesty, in which 
they assumed the responsibility for the assassinations 
during the rule-of the Commune in Paris. He said 
the government would not have fulfilled its duty if it 
had pardoned such as these writers. Jules Ferry stated 
that the whole Ministry shared this opinion. The 
Chamber passed an order of the day accepting and 
approving the views of the Ministry; a motion imply- 
ing censure having been rejected by 276 to 109 votes. 

SPAIN.—The newly appointed Ministers took their 
seats in the Chamber of Deputies on the roth, and the 
new Premier stated that the change was due to the form 
in which the bill for economic reform in Cuba was 
drawn up; that the government would support a bill 
for the abolition of slavery in Cuba, and would present 
fresh proposals fur a compromise between the interests 
of Spain and Cuba, on the basis of the equal duty of 
all Spaniarcs to support their share of the public 
burdens. After this a portion of one party presented 
an interpellation asking further information, when the 
Premier said he was obliged to go to the Senate, but 
would return at once and reply to the inquiry. The 
party concerned evinced much displeasure, a fraction 
left the house, and after animated discussion, 70 depu- 


| ties approved a resolution to abstain from taking their 


“2. 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 
FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.— Advices from Europe | 
are to the 16th inst. 
The winter has set in early and with severity in 
many parts of Europe. Heavy snowfalls are reported | 


throughout Geimany and Austrian Switzerland, and | 
from Paris, Madrid, Rome, and Northcrn Italy, Vi- 
enna and Brussels ; and even in Sicily and Calabria, 
so much snow has fallen as to make communication | 
difficult. At Berlin the cold has been intense, and | 


in Upper Silesia, where famine prevails, the thermom- 
eter marked 12° below zero, Fahrenheit, on the gth 
inst. At Paris the Seine is frozen over, which has | 
not been the case since 1861; and in Austria frost so 
hard and ccntinuous has not been experienced so early 
in the season since 1836. 

IRELAND.—The Grand Jury at Carrick-on-Shannon 
found true bills against Davitt, Daly, Killen and Bren 
nan for sedition, and the cases were removed to Dub- 
lin for trial. It was reported on the 13th that some 
or all of the prosecutions had been abandoned by the 
government, but no confirmation of this has yet been 
received. Several large land-agitation meetings | 
were held in the west of Ireland on the 14th. No 
disturbances are reported. 

SCOTLAND.—The mill and factory owners of Ar- 
broath have agreed to restore the wages of operatives 
to the rates from which they were reduced last win- 
ter. The flax-spinning works in Perthshire and Fife- 
shire will advance wages five per cent. 

FRANCE.— The Chamber of Deputies, on motion of 
Lepere, Minister of the Interior, has made a grant of 
5,000,000 francs to relieve the existing distress caused 
by trade depression, for the proper distribution of 
which the Minister is responsible. He announced 
that if this sum should prove insufficient, the govern- 
ment would ask for more. The municipality of 
Paris has voted 500,000 francs for the relief of the 
poor. 

On the 16th, in the Chamber of Deputies, a mem- 
ber questioned the Minister of Justice respecting the 
manner in which the partial amnesty law had been 
applied, charging that the persons, not their offences, 
had been considere. in excluding from the benefits of 
the law. The Minister replied that the power of 
granting amnesty icsted with the President, and read 
some offensive letters sent to President Grevy by some 
of those who had been transported, and a manifesto 





seats until an explanation and apology be made for 


| what they considered a breach of privilege. The 


position remained unchanged at the last accounts. The 


Senate has been discussing the Cuban emancipation 
bill. 


GERMANY.—The Lower House of the Prussian 
Parliament has adopted, by a vote of 226 to 155, the 
clauses of the bill empowering the government to 
purchase four railway lines. 


AusTRIA.—On nearly all the principal rivers of 
Hungary and Transylvania terrible floods have occur- 
red, and many of the towns are threatened with de- 
struction. Only the intense cold, ranging from 2° to 
13° below zero, Fahrenheit, has hitherto averted such 
disasters, 


AFGHANISTAN.—On and since the roth inst. severe 
fighting has occurred in the immediate vicinity of 
Cabul. An attempt on the foth to turn back the 
Afghan force advancing toward that city, failed, and 
the Afghans occupied the heights south of it. From 
these they were temporarily driven on the 13th, but 
subsequently the British troops evacuated that position, 
and retired to intrenched cantonments two miles north 
of Cabul, where they are virtually besieged. The city 
of Cabul is in possession of the Afghans. Gen. 
Roberts has called for reinforcements, though he still 
expresses confidence in his ability to restore the British 
authority. 


Domestic.—G. W. McCrary, late Secretary of War, 
has been nominated and confirmed as U, 5S. Circuit 
Judge for the 8th Circuit, and Alexander Ramsey, for- 
merly Governor of Minnesota, and subsequently U. S. 
Senator from that State, has been appointed to the 
War Department. 


A singular case has been recently tried before the 
U. S. Circuit Court at Memphis, Tenn. A man in 
Lauderdale Co., Tenn., refusing to recognize the 
abolition of slavery, has continued up to the present 
time to claim two colored girls as his slaves. He was 
indicted under an act of Congress prescribing punish- 
ment by fine and imprisonment for kidnapping or 
carrying off any person with intent to hold as a slave; 
but the Judge quashed the indictment, on the ground 
that slavery having been abolished, there could be no 
slaves in this country, and therefore no one could be 
held asa slave. The ofterse is not provided for by 
any act of Congress, and not punishable by indictment 
in a Federal Court. The defendant was therefore dis- 
charged. 
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